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VIOLENCE & POWER
CALL FOR PAPERS

The 2nd annual conference of SAFI (Societas Aperta Feminarum in Iuris Theoria) will take place on  
27–28 May 2021 at the HSU in Hamburg on the topic of “Violence and Power”.

This conference takes place in cooperation with the University of Salzburg and the TU Braunschweig.

Questions about the connection between violence, power, and law have prompted pressing debates within 
academia as well as  well as in the broader public sphere - for example, in the wake of the legal restrictions 
during the Corona pandemic and worldwide protests against police violence. Violence permeates human co-
existence, morality and politics, at both the individual and collective levels. It is the intertwining of personal, 
structural, and cultural violence (Galtung 2007) that forms the basis of a perpetrator/victim dichotomy. This 
includes sundry forms, such as sexualised, religious, and ritualised violence, as well as new forms like digitally 
mediated representations of violence and  the violence of language (digital harassment, hate speech, etc.). In 
this context, even in the form of physical coercion (Neidhardt 1986; Popitz 1986) violence is never exclusively 
a matter of individuals; it is embedded in social and political contexts (Butler). It is always to be understood as 
an expression of social struggles for definition and processes of action. Understood as a process and relation-
ship, violence can not only destroy existing orders. It can also establish and maintain them (Brunner 2020).
With regard to law, concepts such as just wars, state of exception or security, inter alia, all point to a deeper 
rationality of state violence. Our legal and political theories offer justifications and legitimatiosn for the state’s 
monopoly on the use of force. It is precisely here, at this normative level, that various possibilities of legally 
integrated forms of resistance by? those outside the law (right of resistance, right of self-defence, right of 
necessity, civil disobedience) and counterviolence (Fanon, Marcuse) come into play. 
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In addition, the concept of violence itself is redefined by feminist, postcolonial and socio-philosophical cri-
tiques of law, such as those of the Frankfurt School. Here, particular emphasis is placed on the fact that law 
not only enables violence, but that violence (power) is an essential function of law itself. For law constitutes 
private and public powers, but can also be violent where it is not state-based. At the centre of the disputes 
is the question of the demarcation between illegitimate violentia and legitimate potestas. The fundamental 
question arises as to whether law is capable of legitimising violence at all. The separation of powers as well as 
the effects of symbolic (Bourdieu) and structural (Marx) violence merge. For they point to the constitutive 
connection between knowledge, domination and violence in colonial modernity, our present (Brunner 2020).
The conference is open for contributions from all disciplines and for speakers of any gender. In order to bring 
the different perspectives together into a transdisciplinary conversation, all contributions should answer the 
following questions by articulating the respective disciplinary approach:

1. What is violence? Where, how, and to what degree, can we expercience violence?
2. How is the relationship between law and violence to be determined?
3. Can violence be legitimised? And if so, under what conditions?

Please send your paper proposal (max. 500 words) to safi@hsu-hh.de by 31.03.2021. It is planned to hold a 
face-to-face or hybrid event on 27-28 May 2021 in Hamburg. If this is not possible, the conference will be held 
as an online event. In addition to the opening lecture by Prof. Dr. Elisabeth Holzleithner (University of Vienna), 
several lectures (max. 20 min.) will shed more light on the topic of “violence”. The publication of a selection 
of the contributions is planned. Reimbursement of travel and accommodation costs will also be sought. In 
addition to the professional exchange, the conference is also intended to provide an opportunity to get to 
know each other and to network.

ABOUT SAFI

SAFI is an interdisciplinary network for the promotion of women researching law. The 
aim is to network internally, to organise and to cooperate on various levels. In this way, 
academics can also present their research to the outside world with a high profile. 
In this way, outstanding research by women can become established in science in the 
long-term. Membership is open to everyone regardless of gender or disciplinary back-
ground.


